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Background and Context 

 
‘Earthian’ by Wipro is nationwide initiative to deepen the sustainability education within schools and 
colleges across the country. Through chosen themes, the programme aims to engage teams of students 
and faculties from schools in a set of activities to understand water and biodiversity in their local context 
and explore sustainability linkages. 
 
‘Paryavaran Mitra’ is a nationwide initiative by Center for Environment Education (CEE) to create a 
network of young leaders from schools across the country, with the awareness, knowledge, commitment 
and potential to meet the challenges of environmental sustainability in their own spheres of influence. It 
envisages schools providing learning spaces and opportunities to students that promote exploration, 
discovery, thinking and action in the area of environmental sustainability. ‘Water and Sanitation’ and 
‘Biodiversity and Greening’ are two of the themes under the Paryavaran Mitra programme. 
 
Building on the successful engagement in 2013‐14, 2014‐15, 2015‐16 and 2016‐17, Wipro and CEE had 
collaborated on the agenda of environment education and sustainability education across schools to 
extend the partnership between the Wipro’s Earthian and CEE’s Paryavaran Mitra programme for schools 
in the states of Chhattisgarh, Assam, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh for 
2017‐18. Following table gives a picture of achievements on teachers training and entries received for the 
programme: 
 

            Achievements over the years 

Year  

Activity 
Teachers Training  Entries Received 
Target Achieved Target Achieved 

2013‐14 500 817 200 249 
2014‐15 800 982 300 282 
2015‐16 1000 1085 300 599 
2016‐17 1000 1169 350 526 
2017‐18 1000 1050 450 552 

 
 
The deliverables agreed as part of the partnership for 2017‐18 were as follows: 
 

1. Printing of Water and Biodiversity booklets, 1200 copies each in Hindi. 
2. Printing and postage of Earthian material to 6000 schools in the Paryavaran Mitra network in the 

states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 
3. Training of 1000 teachers from selected schools from these states to facilitate school 

projects/activities on water and Biodiversity themes in their schools and provide them the 
booklets. 

4. Submission of 450 entries from schools in the above states, primarily from government schools. 
 



3 
 

 Ajmer 21 21
Sikar 25 25
Jhalawar 32 32
Churu 22 22
Pali 28 28
Barmer 26 26
Sawai Madhopur 30 30
Sirohi 33 33
Others 25 25
Total 242 242

Districts No. of 
Teachers 
Trained

Schools 
Engaged

Implementation Strategy 

The strategy was to use the existing network and partnerships of the Paryavaran Mitra programme in the 

identified states. A webpage was also created on http://paryavaranmitra.in/Default.aspx?sID=740 along 

with sharing of the information through monthly newsletters. Meeting of all the CEE state offices 

involved in the project was held at Ahmedabad to discuss and understand the school level activity and 

agree on the timeline and state specific targets. Briefly the strategy adopted in different states is as 

follows:‐ 

 

Rajasthan 
 
CEE team utilized the network of schools which are 

involved in environment education programmes in 

the state- National Green Corps and Paryavaran 

Mitra. Training programs were organised for 

participants in eight districts. Other potential schools, 

not a part of the existing network in the state were 

identified and directly approached.  

 

 

 
 
For the implementation of Paryavaran Mitra- Earthian 

Programme, one day teacher orientation workshops were 

organized by CEE Jaipur team. The objective of workshops was 

to develop an understanding among teachers about 

environmental education and the concept of sustainable 

development, its curriculum linkage, components of 'Earthian' 

and Paryavaran Mitra Programme. 242 teachers participated in 

these workshops organized in eight districts of Rajasthan. 

 
 
 

Teachers Orientation Workshops, Rajasthan 
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Districts
No. of 
Teachers 
Trained

Schools 
Engaged

Badaun 73 73
Lakhimpur Khiri 57 57
Farrukhabad 62 62
Mirzapur 137 137
Jalaun 69 69
Lucknow 54 54
Total 452 452

Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
 
For the implementation of the Earthian-2017 Programme, 

One day teacher orientation workshops were organized by 

Centre for Environment Education, Northern Regional 

Cell (CEE North) across six districts of Uttar Pradesh in 

the month of July and August. The response of the schools 

and enthusiasm to know about the programme was evident 

from the strength of the workshops. A total of 452 

educators, NGOs and people from Government 

institutions participated in these workshops. Many of the 

participants were those who have not been associated 

earlier with CEE’s programmes.The districts were selected with the objective of spreading the reach of 

the programme in places which were not approached previously.  

 

The workshops were conducted at Farrukhabad, 

Badaun, Lakhimpur Khiri, Lucknow, Mirzapur, and 

Jalaun districts of Uttar Pradesh in collaboration with 

schools, educational institutions and NGOs. The 

objective of the workshops was to develop an 

understanding among teachers about environmental 

education and the concept of sustainable development, 

its curriculum linkage and the role of schools and 

teachers in participating and implementing the 

programme in their respective schools and communities.  

Assam  
 
This year, the Earthian-2017 Programme was extended 

to the state of Assam. The strategy adopted in Assam 

was to work with CEE's existing network of schools. 

One day teacher orientation workshop was organized by 

CEE in which 22 teachers were oriented about the 

programme. A total of 21 schools participated in the 

workshop. 

Teachers Orientation Workshops, Uttar Pradesh 
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Districts No. of 
Teachers 
Trained

Schools 
Engaged

Pune 73 19
Ratanagiri 
and 
Sindhudurg

16 14

Nashik 10 10
Amravati 7 7
Nagpur 5 5
Jalgaon 4 4
Solapur 9 9
Aurangabad 10 10
Total 134 78

Maharashtra 
 
For the Earthian-2017 Programme, teacher 

orientation workshops were conducted by 

facilitators from CEE Central Regional Cell. 

The initiative was implemented in the school 

network of the urban schools in Pune and 

across Maharashtra in the school network of 

the Environment Service Scheme (ESS) 

programme of the Maharashtra State 

Environment Department with CEE and other 

networks. 

 

The workshops were designed for schools in the area of the 

region that will look at water and biodiversity in depth in the 

school and also in the context of Maharashtra’s various 

ecosystems.  

The programme comprised of teacher workshops followed by 

school level activities by student groups guided by the teachers 

for four months. The main objective of the whole programme 

was to integrate sustainability education which involves both 

teachers and students.Teacher orientation workshops were 

conducted in the following districts of Maharashtra (9 districts): 

Pune, Ratanagiri, Sindhudurg, Solapur, Nashik, Jalgaon, 

Amravati, Nagpur & Aurangabad. A total of 134 teachers and 

students took participation in the workshops. 

 

Teachers Orientation Workshops, Maharashtra 
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Morbi, Halvad 29 29
Total 70 56

Districts No. of Teachers 
Trained

Schools 
Engaged

Ahmedabad 41 27

Gujarat 
 
In Gujarat, CEE team actively worked with the 

existing school network under the ‘Paryavaran Mitra’ 

programme. Website, facebook, Whatsapp and 

postage of material were used to disseminate the 

information to schools. Teacher orientation workshops 

were conducted with the objective to orient teachers 

on programme themes and to integrate sustainability 

education in school subjects. ‘Paryavaran Saathi’ toll 

free helpline number was used for regular follow up 

and to reach out to teacher’s queries. 

 

CEE Field office network was utilized for extending 

the Earthian-2017 Programme to rural schools of the 

state and to work closely with schools and teachers to 

take up ‘Sustainability and Water’ and ‘Sustainability 

and Biodiversity’ themes. Two orientation workshops 

were organized at Ahmedabad and one to one 

interaction was done with teachers from Halvad block for the orientation of teachers on both the themes 

of the programme. A total of 70 teachers were oriented through the workshops and school visits. 

 

Chhattisgarh  
 
This year, the strategy adopted for the 

Earthian-2017 Programme in Chhattisgarh 

was to work with CEE's existing network of 

schools which included Paryavaran Mitra 

Programme and NGC Programme. NGC 

Master Trainers were also involved in 

disseminating information about the initiative 

in their respective districts.  

 
 
 

Teachers Orientation Workshops, Gujarat 
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Districts No. of Teachers 
Trained

Schools 
Engaged

Durg - Patan 32 32
Durg - Dhamdha 20 20
Durg 40 40
Total 130 130

Raipur, Abhanpur 38 38

 

 
Workshops were conducted in four blocks 

Abhanpur, Patan, Dhamdha and Durg from two 

districts; Raipur and Durg in which 130 teachers 

were orientated in three one day ‘Teacher 

orientation workshops’ in Chhattisgarh.  

 

 
 
 
Resource Material developed and reprinted under the 
Programme: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Programme Brochure in Hindi  Programme Booklets in Hindi 

Teacher Orientation Workshops, Chhattisgarh  
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Achievements 

Taking the learning's from past year, this year programme was initiated by July. The summary of the 

achievement of the set deliverables for 2017 are as follows: 

 

Activity 
 
  

Target Gujarat Uttar 
Pradesh 

Bihar Maharashtra Chhattisgarh  Rajasthan Assam Total 

Despatch of 
Programme 
brochures  

 
 
6000 

220 2800 - 750 180 2050 - 6000 

Teachers 
training  

1000 70 452 - 134 130 242 22 1050 

Entries 450 24 276 6 60 71 115 0 552 

 
 

This year the activity booklets on both the themes were reprinted in Hindi and 1200 copies in each theme 

were distributed to the schools by our offices and partners: 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Feedback/Comments from Teachers: 

As we got enthusiastic response from the schools and teachers, here are some glimpses of the comments 
made by them; 
 

― Guidance from Earthian award winner school teacher was helpful to understand the 
extra/optional activities. We understood how to write a report.  
Solapur Maharashtra 
 
― Majority of the teachers expressed their opinion on the programme as, ‘A simple programme 
with lot of understanding for the students’  
Ahmedabad, Gujarat 

Sr. 
No. 

CEE Offices/Partners Earthian-Water 
Booklet in Hindi – 
1200 nos. 

Earthian- Biodiversity 
Booklet in Hindi –  
1200 nos. 

1 Uttar Pradesh 250 250 
3 Maharashtra 100 100 
4 Rajasthan 400 400 
6 Chhattisgarh 120 120 
7 Gujarat 80 80 
8 Ashish B Shah, Gurgaon 250 250 

   Total 1200 1200 
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― Rain gauge from plastic bottle was helpful in last year, now ISI certified rain gauge is helpful 
for proper rain fall measurement activity. The Booklets giving step by step information was 
helpful to implement the activities. 
Nashik Maharashtra 

 
― Environment education in our curriculum, the infusion model, difference between education 
and awareness, concept of sustainable development and project based learning were explained 
with simplicity and examples from our day to day life and a few case studies. 

              Churu, Rajasthan 
 
― Project Based Learning will be helpful in participating and motivating the students to carry out 
the activities in school. The thematic approach and outdoor leaning approach will be helpful to 
develop understanding in students. 
Durg, Chhattisgarh 
 
― Understanding rainwater harvesting and installing such structures in school campus and homes 
is very essential, especially; in our region and the Earthian activities can help to develop an 
understanding regarding this among students. 
Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh 

  
 

Key Learnings and Suggestions: 

 The teachers were confident of incorporating a different way of teaching after attending the 
workshops which focused activity based learning rather than theoretical learning. 

 Great approaches like Games, fun, group work which were thought provoking in the training and 
simple ways to make children understand biodiversity. 

 Some of the suggestions from teachers asked for inclusion of more activities in the programme. 

 Most of the participants shared that the workshops were helpful to learn about ecosystem and 
ecological balances, about the value of biodiversity and to explore link between citizenship and 
biodiversity and the effect of global warming on biodiversity. 

 Some teachers suggested for materials in Vernacular language, 

 Some teachers expressed; ‘We will try to conduct the activities linking with the syllabus at 
school. 

 For most of the teachers, documentation seems to be a challenging part and they seek. 

 Follow up with the teachers is required in order to keep the momentum of the programme going. 
This year also, WhatsApp proved as a useful means to keep the network engaged. It helped 
schools to share their work they did with appreciation in the group. 

 Festivals like Dussehra and Diwali should be kept in mind while deciding the deadline for 
submission of reports, as it becomes difficult for teachers to finalize their reports along with other 
works and exams. 

 Time management between co-curricular activities and exams remains a challenge for teachers. 
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Glimpses of Teachers training workshops:  

Rajasthan 
 

  

 

 

Assam  
 

 

  

Teachers discussing the Earthian Programme 
during Orientation workshop, Rajasthan 

Teacher’s orientation workshop, Rajasthan The Earthian programme being discussed during 
Teacher’s orientation workshop, Rajasthan 

Students involved in Earthian activity , Rajasthan 

The Earthian programme being discussed during 
Teacher’s orientation workshop, Assam 

Teacher’s orientation workshop, Assam 
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Gujarat: 
 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 

Teachers orientation workshop, CEE Ahmedabad 

Teachers discussing after the orientation workshop, 
Ahmedabad 

Teachers at the Earthian workshop, Ahmedabad 
sharing their views 

The Earthian programme being discussed during Teachers 
orientation workshop, Ahmedabad 
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Maharashtra: 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Explaining Wipro Earthian programme objectives to 
teachers and principal also involved in this workshop  
 

Rain gauge installation at school campus 
 

H2S strip water testing activity at Chandrapur 
School 

Demonstration of Rain water harvesting 
system 
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Chhatisgarh 
 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Students involved in Biodiversity activity in school 

Earthian programme being discussed at Teacher’s 
Orientation Workshop 

Teachers involved in activities during 
workshop 

Teachers sharing the activity learning’s during 
workshop 
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Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 
 
 

  

  

 

The Earthian programme being discussed at 
Teacher’s Orientation Workshop 

Teacher’s orientation on Earthian activities 
during workshop 

Participants at the Earthian –PM workshop 
sharing their views  

Participants sharing the activity learning’s on 
Biodiversity and sustainability during the 
Earthian PM workshop 
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Media Coverage 
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